Social and Behavioral Sciences Curriculum Committee
Approved Minutes

Tuesday, February 24, 2009





3:30-5:00 PM 

1039 Derby Hall
ATTENDEES: Hobgood, Mumy, Haddad, McGraw, Weinberg, Nathanson, Liddle, Vasey, Valle, McDaniel, Severtis, Rutter
AGENDA:

1. ECA demonstration (Guest: Joe Rutter.1) 
· Benefits of ECA- just like the paper copies; track course online in real time

· ECA homepage links- archives/Stellant server
· Request account

· Forms and approval process
· Psych 611 as an example

2. Approve minutes from 1/13/09 (attached) 
· Include date from 1/13/09

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED with minor correction
3. Communications 422 
· Course change adding a prereq, part of a sequence in journalism major
· Expected section size, sections offered, proposed effective year and effective term, terms offered

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED with contingencies
4. Communications 426 
· Comm needs to look at this (committee agrees not to send for concurrences)
· Overview of multimedia journalism, giving theory and hands-on experience, creating a news-oriented website

· Viable on job market, changing nature of journalism
· Prereq of 421 means likely majors are going to be the only students in the course; perhaps add journalism or communication major as prereq
· Curriculum and Assessment Office recommends concurrences sent to College of the Arts (Art, IIVCD, Music), CS&E (679) and English

· Committee determined no concurrences need to be solicited

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
5. Psychology 618 
· Cognitive psychology and neuroscience, more neuroscience oriented; need for the course as expressed in new course request form; building psychologically plausible models

· Developed by a new faculty member

· Concurrences rec’d from Neuroscience Graduate Studies program and CS&E

· Concurrence: Biology (EEOB) doesn’t seem to be doing anything remotely resembling this

· 617 does not have to be taken first or as a sequence, separable aspects; 617 is not taught all that often as this one will; 617 enrollment is not likely as high as 20 students

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
6. Psychology 611 
· Introduction to programming in behavioral science; write own programs in a lab; before they were modifying an old program but starting from scratch is optimal; also learn bad programming habits, poor comments

· Before advisors would tell students to take a CS&E course but they don’t have any single course that would give them the foundations needed to do this, and students do not have the time to take the sequence in CS&E; fills that gap

· Chosen Python, interfaces with multiple programming environments used in Behavioral sciences research, but is not a language CS&E teaches; all examples and applications are in behavioral sciences
· Proposer has sent concurrence to CS&E and is still outstanding

· Involves much time outside of class programming

· Text is free

· Math-heavy?  No.  Certainly many psych grad students particularly cognitive science and math modeling people that have that math background, but typical ones will not have calculus background; this course is meant for them

· Academic misconduct and disability statements- there is creativity here.  A GEC course has to be a certain language vs. non-GEC course- not quite boilerplate language from the ASC syllabus template but committee believes the current statements are fine
· Any undergrad enrollment?  Handful; it might be easier to get it through as a graduate class. Could be a G course only, with undergrads in by permission.  But could drop advanced undergrads in the future.  

· Geography used to have a programming course; economics does not have any faculty willing to teach programming

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
